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PRO ARTE CHORALE
Steven Fox, Conductor

Janet Montgomery, Accompanist
Richard Holmes, Baritone Soloist

Laurelyn Watson Chase, Soprano Soloist

 1st Act Gondoliers

 Rising Early Gondoliers

 Anxious for to Shine Patience

 When Britain Really Ruled the Waves Iolanthe

a  Interval  b

 1st Act Finale  Yeoman of the Guard

 1st Act Finale Patience 

PNC Wealth Management is a proud sponsor  
of today’s performance

This concert is dedicated to the memory of our friend  
& past president, Howard Hanes.

Sunday, March 18, 2018 at 4pm 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Ridgewood, NJ
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Pro Arte Chorale, an all-volunteer chorus now celebrating its 53rd season, is one of 
New Jersey’s most prominent choral organizations. The Chorale has appeared in major 
concert venues across the region including the New Jersey Performing Arts Center, 
Avery Fisher Hall, Alice Tully Hall, Carnegie Hall, and the South Orange Performing 
Arts Center. In addition to its own subscription series in Bergen County, the Chorale 
has appeared with the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra, New York Philharmonic, 
American Symphony Orchestra, Westfield Symphony Orchestra, Mark Morris Dance 
Company, and the New York Chamber Symphony. Currently under the musical 
direction of Steven Fox, the Pro Arte Chorale has also been conducted by Joshua 
Greene, David Crone, Roger Nierenberg, Bart Folse and John Nelson. In addition, the 
Chorale has sung under the batons of Nicholas McGegan, Zubin Mehta, Julius Rudel, 
Hugh Wolff, Zdenek Macal, Yuri Temirkanov, Leon Botstein, Gerard Schwartz, and 
David Wroe.

 Conductor Steven Fox is now in his sixth season as Artistic 
Director of the Pro Arte Chorale.  He is the Artistic Director 
of The Clarion Choir and The Clarion Orchestra, and Founder 
of Musica Antiqua St. Petersburg, which he established as 
Russia’s first period-instrument orchestra at the age of 21.  
A 2017 GRAMMY®-nominee, he has appeared as a guest 
conductor with many renowned ensembles such as 
Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra in San Francisco, Handel and 
Haydn Society in Boston, Juilliard415 at Lincoln Center, the 

Charleston Symphony Orchestra, the Quebec Symphony Orchestra, l’Opéra de 
Québec, Music of the Baroque in Chicago and the Tucson Symphony Orchestra. His 
performances have also taken him to some of the most prestigious halls internationally, 
such as the Grand Philharmonic Hall and Hermitage Theater in St. Petersburg, Russia, 
the Rachmaninoff Hall in Moscow, the Duke’s Hall of London, and the Vatican. 

From 2008 to 2013 he was an Associate Conductor at New York City Opera, and he has 
served as Assistant Conductor for the Metropolitan Opera Lindemann Young Artists 
Program and Juilliard Opera. He has also been Music Director of the Taghkanic 
Chorale in Westchester since 2007.

Recognized as a leader in his generation of conductors, Steven has been called ‘an 
esteemed director’ by The New Yorker, ‘visionary’ by BBC Music Magazine, and  
‘a conductor to watch’ by Seen and Heard International.

About Pro Arte Chorale



Steven was named an Associate of the Royal Academy of Music, London, in 2010 
‘for significant contributions to his field in music.’ He has given master classes and 
clinics at Dartmouth College, The Juilliard School and Yale University, where he 
served for two years as preparatory conductor of the Yale Schola Cantorum.

 Janet Montgomery has won acclaim as a pianist, organist, 
coach, and conductor. She has appeared in concert at venues 
ranging from Carnegie Hall and the Kennedy Center to 
Washington National Cathedral, and the Juilliard School. She 
has accompanied such groups as the New York Choral Society, 
the Gregg Smith Singers, Musica Sacra, and the Masterwork 
Chorus. She is a founding member of the Serafini Brillanti Trio; 
the group has recorded a CD and has performed extensively in 
New Jersey, Florida, and the Chicago area. Ms. Montgomery is 

the director of music at the Community Church of Glen Rock and is the accompanist 
and keyboard assistant at the Barnert Temple of Franklin Lakes. She is also on the 
music faculty of the Dwight Englewood School. Ms. Montgomery graduated from the 
Oberlin Conservatory with a bachelor’s degree in piano performance and has a master’s 
degree in accompanying from the Manhattan School of Music. She also holds the 
AAGO certification from the American Guild of Organists.

 Richard Holmes has sung principal baritone roles in all of the 
G&S operas: Counsel (Trial by Jury), Dr. Daly and JW Wells 
(Sorcerer), Captain Corcoran (HMS Pinafore) — 207 times to 
date, Major-General Stanley, Pirate King, Sergeant of Police, 
and Frederic (!) (Pirates of Penzance), Grosvenor and 
Bunthorne (Patience), Strephon and Mountararat (Iolanthe), 
Florian (Princess Ida). Ko-Ko, Pish-Tush (Mikado), Despard 
and Robin (Ruddigore), Sergeant Meryll and Jack Point 
(Yeomen of the Guard), Giuseppe and Don Alhambra (The 

Gondoliers), Mr. Goldbury (Utopia Ltd.), Ludwig and Dr. Tannhauser (The Grand 
Duke) as well as the principal baritone roles in Sullivan’s Cox and Box, The Emerald 
Isle, The Rose of Persia, Haddon Hall, The Martyr of Antioch, The Golden Legend, 
and The Prodigal Son. In this repertoire, he is most closely associated with New York 
Gilbert and Sullivan Players, with which he has been a principal artist for the past 34 
years. However, he has sung many of these roles with other companies throughout the 
United States.

About the Artists



Gilbert and Sullivan is only one facet of Richard career. In the operatic repertoire, 
among his roles are Figaro in Il Barbiere di Siviglia, Malatesta in Don Pasquale, 
Belcore in L’Elisir D’Amore, Schaunard in La Boheme, Sharpless in Madama 
Butterfly, Ping in Turandot and, perhaps his favorite, Dandini in La Cenerentola, 
with companies such as Glimmerglass Opera, Virginia Opera, Opera Saratoga, the 
opera companies of El Paso, Natchez, San Antonio, Dayton, and Columbus, Light 
Opera of New York, and New York Grand Opera . He has created several roles 
in world premieres such as the Sergeant Duffy in Jack Beeson’s “Sorry, Wrong 
Number” and numerous operas by Seymour Barab. With Center for Contemporary 
Opera and other companies he has sung the baritone leads in Conrad Susa’s 
Transformations, Britten’s Noye’s Fludde, Weill’s Der Jasager, Rorem’s The 
Robbers, and Douglas Moore’s Carry Nation and Gallantry, the latter recorded by 
Albany Records.

Upcoming events on Richard’s schedule are performances of Ruddigore with New 
York Gilbert and Sullivan Players in April, soloist in the Monteverdi Vespers with 
Amor Artis and a one-man show based on his life in Gilbert and Sullivan at the 
International G&S Festival in Harrogate this August.

 Lauded by the New York Times for her “pure,” “agile,” and 
“winningly sweet-toned lyric soprano,” and described by 
Opera News as “sheer delight,” Laurelyn Watson Chase 
has appeared regularly with regional opera companies and 
orchestras and is leading soprano with New York Gilbert 
and Sullivan Players. She has frequently performed three 
signature roles as Josephine in HMS Pinafore, Mabel in  
The Pirates of Penzance, and Yum-Yum in The Mikado for 

many seasons at home in New York City and on extensive tours throughout the 
United States and the United Kingdom. Additional Gilbert and Sullivan roles 
include Gianetta and Casilda in The Gondoliers, Elsie in The Yeomen of the 
Guard, Angelina in Trial by Jury, Princess Zara in Utopia Limited, Rose Maybud 
in Ruddigore, Constance and Aline in The Sorcerer, Phyllis in Iolanthe, and The 
Sultana Rose-in-Bloom in the Sullivan/Hood opera, The Rose  
of Persia.

Laurelyn holds a Bachelor of Music degree from University of North Texas, a Master 
of Music from Manhattan School of Music, and attended Bel Canto Institutue. 
Winner of the National Arts Club Voice Competition, a grant from Performing Arts 
Foundation, and NYGASP’s Isaac Asimov Award for Artistic Achievement.

Laurelyn’s favorite and most demanding role to date is Mom to Lochlan!













The Pro Arte Chorale deeply appreciates the support and assistance  
of the following throughout the 2017-2018 season:  

Stephen Gonzenback, Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Kathy Smyth, Kathy Smyth Design

John Bognar & Victoria Kreie, Printology LLC

Volunteers play a vital role and are the backbone of charitable  
organizations. The Pro Arte Chorale gratefully acknowledges a  

few of our many volunteers for their hours of work:

Hugh & Jane Dougan, Grant Writing

Marilyn Becker & Michael Stella, Marketing & Publicity

Marc De Fazio, Box Office

Jeffrey Kresky & Andrea Covais, Program Notes

Susan Seay, Dianne McKinnon & Nancy Malinoski, Fundraising & Events

Patricia Klecanda, Newsletter, Social Media, Posters

Margarita Vargas, Administrative Assistance
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35 North Broad Street
Ridgewood, NJ 07450

Tel: (201) 444-2553
Fax: (201) 444-1059

www.ridgewoodcycle.com

Serving the community since 1928 and family owned 
for over 50 years, Ridgewood Cycle Shop meets 
the needs of all cycling enthusiasts, from families to 
professional riders, triathletes, road racers, mountain 
bikers, children and adults of all ages.

At Ridgewood Cycle Shop, we are committed to 
providing outstanding customer satisfaction through 
superior customer service. Our knowledgeable sales 
staff will assist with purchasing the right bicycle for 
you. We offer all ranges of mechanical services from 
our friendly and qualified service team. In addition to 
sales and service we offer group rides and different 
levels of fit services by certified fit technicians including 
Retul, a precise 3D Motion Capture System.

Andrew McKinnon, Proprietor
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Program Notes
The operettas of Gilbert and Sullivan, generally regarded as the forerunner 
of the American Broadway musical, occupy a position somewhere between 
Broadway and “grand opera”. Among these fourteen shows are the famous 
ones, H.M.S. Pinafore, The Pirates of Penzance, and The Mikado. But if your 
familiarity with “the Savoy operas”, as their joint work is known, is limited to 
these particular operettas’ hit tunes – “I’m Called Little Buttercup”, “I Am The 
Very Model of a Modern Major General”, and so forth – then you are missing 
composer Sullivan’s finest work. Consequently today’s program, drawing 
from the slightly less-well-known Patience, The Gondoliers, Iolanthe and 
The Yeoman Of The Guard, features Sullivan in his more “symphonic” mode, 
which also makes more prominent use of the resources of a choral ensemble. 
Gilbert’s story lines, dialogue and, especially, lyrics – though designed to 
project situations sometimes absurd or silly – are, perhaps surprisingly, 
carefully crafted.

THE GONDOLIERS, a rich, late work in the partnership, is suffused 
throughout by the sunny climate and musical joy of its Italian setting. The 
operetta opens in a way unique to the repertory: in place of a succinct opening 
chorus followed immediately by a dialog scene that gets the story going, 
here is a 15-minute unbroken stretch of music, as in proper opera, designed 
mostly to set the scene, but also to advance the plot through its first issue: two 
Gondoliers, twin brothers, are about to choose brides from among the local 
peasant girls. Soon after, the audience – but also the brothers themselves – will 
learn that they are not brothers at all, and that one of them (but it is impossible 
to determine which!) is actually the soon-to-be crowned King of Barataria, a 
Spanish island, and moreover was married in infancy! Consequently, plenty of 
trouble ensues.

Later, in Act II, the twins are on their Mediterranean island, where they 
temporarily reign jointly as king pending the determination of who it really is. 



One brother, Giuseppi, sings today’s song “Rising Early In The Morning,” 
describing what their day is like as joint monarch of a kingdom fashioned on 
awkwardly democratic principles.

We have one selection from IOLANTHE, a political farce that pits the peers of 
the House of Lords against a band of fairies. This song, “When Britain Really 
Ruled The Waves”, may sound like a national anthem, but pokes fun at The 
House of Lords – which, “throughout the war, did nothing in particular – and 
did it very well!”

THE YEOMAN OF THE GUARD is the pair’s most serious work – 
complete with bitter-sweet ending – and its book inspired Sullivan’s most 
sustained “symphonic” writing. In its First Act Finale the “Beefeaters” who 
ceremonially guard the Tower of London (as they still do today) are preparing 
to welcome to their ranks a famous war hero, Leonard Meryll, son of their 
own Sergeant Meryll. But the audience knows the newcomer is really a 
Tower prisoner who is supposed to be executed within the hour – a stratagem 
worked out by the sergeant himself and his daughter Phoebe, who has become 
besotted with the prisoner. Consequently, for example, the prisoner does not 
recognize his own “sister” when their “father” points her out to him before 
the crowd. When soldiers are dispatched to fetch him from his cell, “He is 
not there!”. Pandemonium erupts – the assembled characters and populace all 
being shocked and upset for their own reasons – when “the grave is cheated of 
its due,” and the Act ends dramatically with the offer of a thousand marks as 
reward to whoever “brings him here alive or dead!”

PATIENCE was written immediately following the two early works that 
solidified the pair’s international fame, H.M.S. Pinafore and The Pirates 
Of Penzance, and represents a clear step forward in both musical and 
dialogue sophistication. The piece caricatures the then-current Pre-Raphaelite 
“aesthetic” movement, and features two rival “aesthetic” poets, rivals also for 
the hand of Patience, the village milkmaid. In the solo “If You’re Anxious 
For To Shine” one of the poets, Bunthorne, reveals that his aestheticism 



is only a pose, “born of a morbid love of admiration” (a pose which works 
perfectly well on the silly upper-crust ladies of the chorus, but not on the 
down-to-earth Patience herself). In the Act I Finale we see Bunthorne, 
having been spurned by Patience, offering himself as husband to whichever 
lady wins a lottery he is organizing for the purpose. The proceedings stop 
before even getting under way because Patience, having just been taught that 
true love has to be truly selfless, suddenly announces that she will accept 
Bunthorne after all, because he is so repulsive in his posing that any love for 
him must be selfless indeed. The local ladies, thus disappointed, then decide 
to return to the gentlemen of the chorus, who are soldiers locally stationed, 
to whom they had all been engaged the year before, but had abandoned due 
to their infatuation with Bunthorne. All seems about set to be well, when 
suddenly in comes our other poet, Grosvenor, recently arrived in the village 
– at which point the ladies, succumbing to his announcement that he too is 
“aesthetic… and poetic!”, promptly turn away from their soldiers in favor 
of Grosvenor – to the consternation of all present, if for a variety of quite 
different reasons.



In Loving Memory of Susan Vasiliadis 

October 21, 1927 – October 22, 2017 
 

“Having worked for some time with Susan Vasiliadis, I knew that 
she was enormously capable and well equipped to lead the chorus 
into the future. 

Although I continued to sing and act as Artistic Advisor, it was 
Susan that was steering the ship, and how well she did it!”  

~  John Coulter, Pro Arte Chorale Founder 
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Susan will be remembered 
for her 50 years of 
commitment and 
devotion to her beloved 
Pro Arte Chorale. 
 



that art can make us 
see the world 
differently.

Ludmila Golad, Director
201-447-7701
ludmila.golad@pnc.com
pnc.com

The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (“PNC”) uses the marketing name PNC Wealth Management®, to provide investment and wealth 
management, fiduciary services, FDIC-insured banking products and services, and lending of funds through its subsidiary, PNC Bank, 
National Association, which is a Member FDIC. PNC does not provide services in any jurisdiction in which it is not authorized to conduct 
business.

Investments: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value.

©2017 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

PNC is proud to be a part of Pro 

Arte Chorale, Inc. Because we 

believe in and support everything the 

arts can accomplish.



Welcome to Bethlehem! We are a Christian community in the Lutheran 
tradition. Our church family finds joy in serving. We are blessed to be 
a blessing to others as we grow in faith through worship, the study of 
the Bible, and sharing each other’s joys and sorrows. We are now in our 
second century of sharing God’s love as shown to us by His Son, Jesus 
Christ. Be sure to visit our website (above) for more information about 
our worship services and our ministries. Come share our joy in serving 
God and others!

Our congregation was founded in 1912. After four decades, we outgrew 
our first building and purchased property for this facility. On June 21, 
1959, this church was dedicated and became our “new” home. We 
are proud to house Bethlehem Early Learning Center. We believe that 
academic excellence can best be provided in a setting where the love of 
Jesus is both taught and demonstrated.

We are the hands, feet, and voice of Jesus in our community. We will not 
stay in Bethlehem either. We will stream out of Bethlehem into a broken 
world. We are followers of Jesus, and respect the authority of the Word 
of God. We desire that people would see Jesus in our lives wherever we 
go: to work, to school, at home, in our community, in the world.

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
155 LINWOOD AVENUE
RIDGEWOOD, NJ 07450

201-444-3600
www.bethlehemchurch.com









AP Accident  
Reconstruction & Analysis, Inc.

Forensic Mapping, Crash Reconstruction
Defensive Driver Training

Phone 201-348-0171
Fax 201-865-6493

545 39th Street, Suite 100
Union City, NJ 07087

apaccidentrecon@verizon.net

Andrew Pisani
ACTAR #1778







DERMATOLOGY ASSOCIATES

Sharon A. Galvin, M.D.
Jonathan S. Dosik, M.D.

Adult & Pediatric Dermatology
Dermatologic & Laser Surgery

348 South Maple Avenue
Glen Rock, NJ 07452

201-652-6060

www.BiggiesClamBar.com

Monday–Wednesday: 11 am–11 pm

Thursday–Saturday: 11 am–12 am

Sunday: 11 am–10 pm

RESTAURANT  
AND RAW BAR

Monday–Friday: 3 pm–6 pm

Monday–Saturday: 10 pm–12 am

HAPPY HOUR FOOD MENU

Visit us on Facebook

Follow us on Instagram @biggiesclambar

FAMILY OWNED AND  
OPERATED SINCE 1946

(201) 933-4000

430 Route 17 South
Carlstadt, NJ 07072

Let Us Cater Your Next Special Event

Visit our other great locations:

1315 Route 17 South
Ramsey, NJ

201-962-9099

42 Newark Street
Hoboken, NJ
201-710-5520

201 Magazine’s Best of Bergen
“Best Burger”  
“Best Wings”  

“Best Happy Hour”  
“Best Sports Bar”  

and more!

FLAT 
SCREENTV’S17+



(413) 229-8526   
BERKSHIRECHORAL.ORG

     Great music. 
Great conductors. 
     Great venues.

Baltimore, MD   
June 10-17, 2018
Haydn: The Seasons (English) 
Betsy Burleigh, Conductor

Saratoga Springs, NY   
June 17-24, 2018
Walton: Belshazzar’s Feast (English) 
Handel: Coronation Anthems (English)
Joe Miller, Conductor
This is an auditioned week.
Visit berkshirechoral.org for more info. 

Fullerton, CA   
July 1-8, 2018
Duruflé: Requiem (Latin) 
Mozart: Coronation Mass (Latin) 
Rob Istad, Conductor
 
Newcastle/Durham, England   
July 29-August 5, 2018
Puccini: Messe di Gloria (Latin) 
Gounod: St. Cecilia Mass (Latin) 
Brian Kay, Conductor



Creative  DESIGN

EXPERT Craftsmanship 
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Extraordinary SERVICE

100 CHESTNUT ST, RIDGEWOOD, NJ 07450
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E X T R A O R N D I N A R Y  K I T C H E N S  .  B A T H S  .  R E N O V A T I O N S

F R O M  C O N C E P T  T O  O U T S T A N D I N G  C O M P L E T I O N  .  S I N C E  1 9 4 8

Step into 
THE ULRICH EXPERIENCE...

Ulrich_5x4 Journal ad_1.indd   1 8/2/17   8:33 AM



2017-2018 Season

Tickets available at 
www.masterwork.org 

Handel MESSIAH
Sunday, December 17, 2017, 3:00pm
Ridge Performing Arts Center, Basking Ridge, NJ

Sunday, December 23, 2017, 8:00pm
Carnegie Hall, NY

A Bernstein Centenary
Saturday, March 10, 2018, 8:00pm
Chatham United Methodist Church
Chatham, NJ

War and Peace
Saturday, May 19, 2018,8:00pm
The Concert Hall at Drew University
Madison, NJ



Best Wishes to the  

Pro Arte Chorale 
Dr. S.A. & Liz Moschella 







Immortal Beethoven 

featuring Choral Fantasy Op. 80 
Symphony No. 9  Op. 125 

Eric Dale Knapp, Artistic Director and Conductor 
NJCS Festival Youth Chorus, Noelle Dachis, Director 

Orchestra Nexus  
 

SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 2018 at 8PM 
West Side Presbyterian Church, Ridgewood, NJ 

 

 

THE NEW JERSEY CHORAL SOCIETY  17｜18
THE JUBILEE SEASON 

Please join us for our season finale, celebrating  
Linda Sweetman-Waters’ 30th Anniversary with NJCS 

For tickets: 
www.NJCS.org   201.379.7719

This season is made possible in 
part by funds from the New Jersey 
Council on the Arts. 



Cestaro’s Furniture Finishing
Stripping ~ Antiques Restored

Fine Furniture Refinishing

Ann Cestaro
Tel: (973) 278-5570

Suite 245
86 Lackawanna Avenue

West Paterson, NJ 07424

GERMAN, VREELAND & ASSOCIATES, LLP

Certified Public Accountants
ROBERT W. DODDS, CPA

 TELEPHONE (973) 605-2777 2 RIDGEDALE AVENUE
 FAX (973) 605-8064 SUITE 300
 email: rwd@gvacpa.com CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

SAVE THE DATE!
PRO ARTE CHORALE

Annual Spring Dinner / Dance Benefit
Ridgewood Country Club 

Paramus NJ

Tuesday, June 6th, 2018



Russell Stammer, Pastor 

150 Franklin Avenue • Oakland, NJ 07436 • 201-337-6665 • rvbcnj.org

Through these doors is a caring environment designed  
for families to participate together in worship, fellowship  

and mission.  Join us every Sunday to experience:

• A Caring Congregation  • Uplifting Worship
• Outstanding Music  • Children’s Activities

Ramapo Valley 
Baptist Church

Russell Stammer, Pastor 

150 Franklin Avenue • Oakland, NJ 07436 • 201-337-6665 • rvbcnj.org

Through these doors is a caring environment designed  
for families to participate together in worship, fellowship  

and mission.  Join us every Sunday to experience:

• A Caring Congregation  • Uplifting Worship
• Outstanding Music  • Children’s Activities

Ramapo Valley 
Baptist Church



201-345-4632 
229 Godwin Ave. Midland Park, NJ 07432

More than Paper.
We specialize in everything from clothing 
and apparel to promotional items, signs
& displays, design and full printing services.

Let us help you take on your next project. 

Proud to Support Pro Arte Chorale 

printology@mac.com | www.printologyllc.com

730 Franklin Lakes Road, Franklin Lakes, NJ 07417
Pastor Louis Kilgore                         (201) 891-0511

CORDE CLEANERS 

76 North Maple Avenue 
Ridgewood, NJ 07450 

(201) 445-2340 



“Music gives a soul to the 
universe, wings to the mind, 
flight to the imagination and 
life to everything.”  

        -Plato 



Best Wishes to Pro Arte Chorale for
a successful 2017 - 2018 Season. 

The Stamas Family 



BEST WISHES FOR CONTINUED 
MUSICAL SUCCESS 

PAUL KAUFMAN 

PAULINE C. RENNIEPAUL D. RENNIE

209 S. Maple Ave., Ridgewood, NJ 07450
www.richtersauto.com

e-mail: service@richtersauto.com
Tel: (201) 652-4818

TIRE & AUTO SERVICE
Quality • Value • Service • Integrity • Since 1935

David J. Bikoff, M.D. P.A. F.A.C.S.
 

Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery 
Aesthetic Surgery  

Surgery of the Hand 
 

 

146 Route 17 North, Hackensack, NJ 07601  
Phone (201) 488-8584 - Fax (201) 488-7572 

Thank you for allowing
us to enjoy the benefits

of your hard work
and beautiful music.   

Marty and Ellie Gruber
 





P.O. Box 662

Ridgewood, NJ 07451

Tel: (201) 497-8400

Email: info@proartechorale.org

www.ProArteChorale.org


